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Honolulu Liquor Commission Quarterly Newsletter

For more information, contact the Honolulu Liquor Commission at (808) 523-4458, fax: (808) 591-2700), 
visit our website at www.co.honolulu.hi.us/liq/, E-mail: liquor@co.honolulu.hi.us, or stop by our offices at 
711 Kapiolani Blvd., Suite 600, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813-5249.  Hours of operation are from 7:45 a.m. 

to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday (registration and cashier closes at 4:15 p.m.)

Honolulu Liquor Commission
711 Kapiolani Blvd., Ste. 600
Honolulu, HI 96813-5249


	Headline 1: IMPORTANT UPDATES IN LIQUOR COMMISSION LAWS & RULES
	body 1: Rule 53-1(a)(6) – requires that a zoning clearance be provided for the proposed or actual licensed premises.  Starting in September 2001, this rule is being enforced so that applicants must complete the zoning clearance prior to applying for the liquor license.  This affects all new applicants as well as any change of ownership applicants.SB900 – among the changes brought about by this Senate bill include: the lowering of the threshold for denying a liquor license from 50 percent +1 to 40 percent – while areas zoned continue to be exempt; counties may now increase requirements for the transfer of liquor licenses by designating special liquor districts; and copies of the licensing application can now be furnished to any requester 48 hours prior to any hearing on the application, and the applicant and protestor may challenge the application report. The above are just a sampling of changes made by SB900. The major impact of SB900 is for those applying for new licenses. Each liquor license applicant will be mailed a specific set of instructions after they attend their preliminary hearings. There are no major changes for current license holders until they transfer their liquor licenses. Rule 32-1 (a) – states “the temporary license shall be automatically activated seven days after approval by the Commission, unless issued earlier or as approved by the Commission.”  We want to hear from you as the Honolulu Liquor Commission continues to re-examine various  administration procedures. If you have any procedural changes that you want to suggest, please call 523-4458 or email us at liquor@co.honolulu.hi.us.
	header 2: NEW LICENSING SUPERVISOR NAMED
	body 2: Tom Mendonca has been named the new licensing supervisor for the Honolulu Liquor Commission.  His duties will include supervising the liquor licensing program and conducting investigations of applications for liquor licenses. Mendonca has been with the commission for more than 25 years, serving most recently as the supervising liquor control investigator. 
	header 3: SPREAD THE ALOHA!
	body 3: All licensees are encouraged to contact the Honolulu Liquor Commission to let us know about the great work your clerks/bouncers are doing to curb underage drinking and adhere to HLC laws. To nominate an outstanding employee, please give us a call at 523-4458 or send an email to liquor@co.honolulu.hi. We will begin recognizing individuals in our next newsletter.
	Header 7: EMAIL IS HERE!
	body 7: Future Honolulu Liquor Commission Newsletters will be available by email. To subscribe, please email liquor@co.honolulu.hi.us. You can also view and print out this newsletter on the World Wide Web at www.co.honolulu.hi.us/liq/. 
	header 4: NEW COMMISSIONER APPOINTED
	body 4: Mayor Jeremy Harris recently appointed Honolulu businessman Dennis Enomoto to serve on the Honolulu Liquor Commission through December 2005.  Enomoto has been actively working in real estate sales for the past five years and previously worked with various real estate development and general contracting firms.  Enomoto brings fresh enthusiasm to his new role.  “Serving as a commissioner provides me with an opportunity to work with a larger community,” explains Enomoto.  “In the past, I’ve been active in the Aiea community, serving on the Parent Teach Student Organization at various schools in the Aiea Complex. I have also served on the Board of Managers of the Kalihi YMCA for more than 13 years. I am very excited to embark on this new path of public service with the Honolulu Liquor Commission.”
	header 5: GROSS SALES REPORT RESULTS
	body 5: Preliminary figures show gross liquor sales of dispensed liquor (consumed on premises) of  $247,573,888 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2001.  This compares to $231,859,311 during the previous fiscal year, an increase of $15,714,577 year over year.  Gross liquor sales for the retail category reached $157,346,725 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2001, an increase of $3,921,296 over the previous fiscal year.  We’d also like to report that just 2.42 percent of licensees filed late or did not file, that compares to 6.38 percent last year.  Mahalo for your cooperation in completing these important documents.  For those of you who did not file on time, you will be notified to attend an adjudication hearing on October 25. Penalties for filing late could reach $1,000. Please contact the audit section at 527-6852 should you have any questions.
	header 6: PILOT PROGRAM FOR LICENSE RENEWAL
	body 6: The Honolulu Liquor Commission began a pilot program allowing licensees to receive their license renewals via mail earlier this year. About 10 percent of licensees have chosen this new form of renewal. Due to this great response, the program will continue next year with the hope that more licensees will join this revolution.


